
Auroville Farms 
“Organic by Default” 

 



I am in favor of cultivation without chemical fertilizers 
and dangerous insecticides. I authorize Auro-orchard 
land to be reserved for Biological cultivation.  
 
 
                                                                   The Mother 



Early years 

Farming in Auroville begun in 1969 at the very beginning of 
community itself  

Mother’s purchase of farms for Auroville from mid 1960s indicates that the 
original vision of Auroville includes farming in its framework  

Aurogreen farm 1970s



Early years

Mother purchased 2 acres of land for farming before inauguration of 
Auroville. The 60 acres of Auro-orchard were obtained in 1964. The 
mother appointed Gerard as General manager of AO in the year 1969 



Early years

In the very beginning the community many residents were involved in food 
production out of necessity by operating  

- Kitchen garden  
- Operating farms  



Institutional and other developments

1970 - A food and dry good depot was developed which later 
became Center Food Distributor  
1972 -Pour Tous became functioning and some farms had their 
own stall.  
1978 - The first attempt of formal organization of Auroville farms. 
The cooperative consisted 13 farms. 
1994-  An initiative was taken again to reorganize the farms in 
Auroville, which became Auroville Farm Group. Farmers joined 
together to share resources and coordinate operations and 
increase productivity through planning. 



More recent 

In the year 2008 the FoodLink was set up to distribute the Auroville farm 
and forest produces. 



Auroville Farm Group 

Farm Acres 

Annapurna 135
Auroorchard 44

Aurogreen 27
Ayyarpadi 21.5

Buddha garden 10.6

Brihaspathy 7.5

Discipline 14
Djaima 10

Kottakarai 7.5
Solitude 6

Infinity 2

Farm Acres

Siddhartha 10.8

Terra soul 6.5
Windarra 4.5

Kalpavruksha 9.5

Pazamudhuir 5

Boomadevi 3

Alipsa 6
Moonlight 2.5

Sustanace 4
Service 14

Auromushroom 0.7



What do we grow?

  

Available most of the year

Vegetables Fruits

Pumpkin,  
Okra or Lady finger,  
Cucumber,  
All kind of Beans 
Yam 
Sweet corn 
All kind of gourds, , 
Egg plants ( medium and small size)  
Spinach( Basella, Tandikirai, 
Chicken spinach and some other)  
Chilly,  
Basil,  
Mint, 

Banana, Papayas, Guava, Lemon 



What do we grow?

  

Seasonal vegetables Seasonal fruits

Tomatoes,  
Lettuces, 
Rucolla,  
Spring onion, 
Carrots,  
Beet root,  
Capsicum, 
Cauliflower,  
Cabbage,  
Chinese cabbage, 
Parsley 
Tapioca,  
Coriander 
Sweet potatoes,  
Jicama,  
Garlic  
Dill, 
Radish,  
Drumstick, 
Celery, 
Thai ginger, Chinese Chives 

Mango,  
Orange,  
Pomelo,  
Grape fruit,  
Tangerine,  
Amla,  
Passion fruit,  
Sitaphal,  
Ramphal,  
Star fruit,  
Jack fruit,  
Water melon,  
Chicoo,  
Bale fruit,  
Coconut,  
Avocado,  
Soursop,  
Pineapple,  
Lime,  
Nartanga,  
Water apple,  



What do we grow?

  

Field crops and grains Animal products 

All kinds of Rice, Peanuts, Varaghu, 
Ragi, Kambu, Sesame, Ulundu,   

Milk and Eggs  



Veg and Fruits 
(kgs)

Field crop 
and grains 
(kgs)

Animal 
products 

57346+ 37922 34933 157266(Nos)

152345(Lit)

Total Quantity that is being produced (Kgs)

2016-17

Many farmers have on farm processing which 
produces items such as Jam, Butter, Yoghurt, 
cheese, etc 



Auroville farming

• Auroville farms do not use chemicals for controlling pests or 
fertilisation 

• Auroville farms build a healthy and balanced ecosystem with a variety 
of plants  and animals 

• Auroville farms improve the soil quality 
• Auroville farms minimize the number of external inputs  
• Auroville farms encourages education and experimentation on their 

farm 

  



Education 

Many farms in Auroville offer education to students, reserchers, scholars, 
as well as visitors to Auroville. 



Experiments 

Image credit – Vimal bhojraj, 

Recent research at Buddha garden ( SCORRES) shows that Ladies 
finger crops that received the water through farmers know how and 
at different intervals ( left hand)grows much better than simple 
manual irrigation which delivers irrigation one time ( right hand). 



Conservation and diversity  



Role of the farmers 

What do farmers do?   

Farmers take care of natural resources, like land and water. This 
ensures that the food they grow is healthy and ecologically grown 

Are the Auroville farmers supported in this ? 

Yes. We are a community which supports farmers by covering their 
basic needs. Thus enabling the farmers to concentrate on food growing. 

  

  



Challenges 

Local food Vs Global food  



Challenges 

Most of the year availability What people want and what they get



Thank You

QUESTIONS?

Vivek 


